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THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED STATES

WASBHINGTON, D.C. 20348

FILE: B-220852 DATE: October 28, 1985
MATTER OF: B&B Boat Building, Inc.

DIGEST:

1. In order to be responsive a bid must contain

an unequivocal offer to provide the requested
item in total conformance with the material
terms of the solicitation. An offer to
provide a 38-foot boat in response to a
requirement for a 36-foot boat, where boat
must maneuver in a tight work area, renders
the bid nonresponsive.

2. GAO does not conduct investigations under
its bid protest function to ascertain
whether a protester has a basis for protest.

B&B Boat Building, Inc. protests the rejection of its
low bid under invitation for bids No. 5-81-30-03770 issued
by the Bureau of Reclamation, Department of the Interior,

for a 36-foot work boat.

The agency rejected B&B's bid because B&B offered a
38-foot boat which did not have the required hydraulic
winch and A-frame, The agency also stated that the boat
offered was not painted according to the solicitation
requirements.

B&B does not argue that it met the solicitation
requirements regarding the length of the boat and paint.
It does, however, contend that the solicitation does not
specifically require a hydraulic extension/retraction
system.

In order to be responsive, a bid must contain an
unequivocal offer to provide the requested item in total
conformance with the material terms of the solicitation
and any bid that does not conform is nonresponsive and

must be rejected. Ashland Chemical Co., B-216954, May 16,

1985, 85-1 CPD ¢ 555. Here, the agency states, and the
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protester does not deny, that B&B's bid did not meet the
requirement that the boat be 36 feet long; that require-
ment is material because, the agency indicates, the boat
must maneuver in a tight work area. Consequently, we
conclude that B&B's bid was properly rejected as nonre-
sponsive because it offered a 38-foot boat. We therefore
see no reason to discuss the remaining two basis for
rejection.

B&B also complains of its treatment under two other
unspecified Bureau of Reclamation procurements and
requests an investigation. This Office does not conduct
investigations under its bid protest function to ascertain
whether a protester has a basis for a protest. Sylvan
Service Corp., B-219077, June 17, 1985, 85-1 CPD % 694,

The protest is dismissed.
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